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Request for Proposal (RFP)
Legal Counsel Services
Inquiries and Proposals should be directed to:
Todd Thakar, Executive Director
toddthakar@califega.org

Proposals are due: COB February 20, 2026.
1. Introduction & Purpose
The California Life & Health Insurance Guarantee Association (CLHIGA) is a nonprofit statutory association established under California Insurance Code §1067 et seq. to protect policyholders, insureds, beneficiaries, annuitants, and payees against loss due to the impairment or insolvency of member insurers. CLHIGA seeks proposals from qualified attorneys or law firms with significant experience in insurance regulatory law, insurer insolvency, and guaranty association operations. The selected counsel will provide legal services to ensure CLHIGA operates within its statutory authority, effectively coordinates with the California Department of Insurance (CDI), other state guaranty associations, and the National Organization of Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Associations (NOLHGA), and fulfills its mandate to protect California consumers.
2. Background on CLHIGA and Statutory Framework
CLHIGA’s mission is to pay covered claims and continue coverage, subject to statutory limits, when a member insurer becomes impaired or insolvent. All life and health insurers with a California Department of Insurance certificate of authority to write lines of business covered by the statute are CLHIGA member companies. CLHIGA’s operations are funded through assessments of member insurers and are overseen by a Board of Directors pursuant to California Insurance Code §1067 et seq. CLHIGA is a nonprofit statutory entity and is not a state agency.
3. Scope of Services
The selected attorney or firm will provide outside general counsel services to CLHIGA and its Board of Directors, including but not limited to the following:
Advise on compliance with California Insurance Code §1067 et seq. and applicable CDI regulations; provide formal and informal legal opinions regarding statutory interpretation and CLHIGA authority.
Counsel on governance, fiduciary duties, policies, Board procedures, and nonprofit compliance best practices.
Advise and represent CLHIGA in connection with member insurer impairments and insolvencies, and interface with the California Department of Insurance, NOLHGA, and other stakeholders on matters impacting CLHIGA and California policyholders.
Attend and participate in Board meetings; be available for timely telephone, virtual, and in‑person consultation with the Executive Director and Board officers.
Assist CLHIGA with identifying and implementing changes to California Insurance Code §1067 et seq. as may be needed.
4. Minimum Qualifications
Admission and good standing with the State Bar of California.
Demonstrated experience in insurance regulatory law and insurer insolvency, including rehabilitations and liquidations.
Familiarity with guaranty association operations and the state‑based guaranty system, including coordination through NOLHGA.
Professional liability (malpractice) insurance with limits of not less than $2,000,000 per claim/occurrence.
Nonprofit governance and board advisory experience preferred.
5. Proposal Requirements
Proposals need not follow a specific template, but must include the following information to permit an effective evaluation:
Cover letter summarizing the firm’s qualifications and interest in representing CLHIGA.
Identification of the principal attorney and proposed team; include biographies highlighting relevant expertise.
Detailed description of experience with insurer insolvency, guaranty associations, and work before/with CDI and NOLHGA; please include experience collaborating with receivers on insurance-related matters.
Representative matters (brief descriptions) involving rehabilitations, liquidations, related litigation, or assisting with legislation in California.
Identify existing relationships with the California Insurance Commissioner and/or CDI staff.  Please specify which individuals, particularly in the areas of life and health insurance matters.
Proposed fee schedule: hourly rates for all timekeepers and/or alternative fee arrangements; indicate rate flexibility.
Disclosure of potential or actual conflicts of interest and proposed mitigation strategies.
Three professional references relevant to insurance regulatory or insolvency work.
Confirmation of malpractice insurance coverage meeting the minimum requirements.

6. Submission Instructions
All submissions must be made electronically by email to the contact below. Proposals are due by 5:00 p.m. Pacific Time on TBD. Late submissions may be rejected at CLHIGA’s discretion.

Email: toddthakar@califega.org
Subject line: “CLHIGA RFP – Legal Counsel Services – [Firm Name]”

Proposal format: PDF or Word (.docx).


